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The Oblates, who have pledged €20m to government for a special Trust for those who attended 
institutions dealt with in the Ryan Report, have expressed strong concerns that proposed legislation 
will deliberately limit access to the Trust as well as terminating an existing Education Fund for 
former residents and their families.  

They are calling on the Minister for Education to amend legislation, due to be finalised in the Dáil 
and Seanad this week, to remove unjust restrictions on access. 

The Department of Education proposes to limit access to the new Fund to those who have already 
received payments under the Redress process. This discriminates against those who, for whatever 
reason, did not seek awards through the Redress process 

The Oblates are aware of a small category of people who either did not wish to state they were 
abused or who were so disadvantaged by their experiences before, during and subsequent to their 
time in institutions, that they did not apply to the Redress scheme. It would be unjust and unfair to 
prevent such people from access to the Trust’s support services, the Oblates say.  

The proposed abolition of an existing Education Fund, administered by the Education Finance Board 
and open to all former residents and their families, is also unacceptable. It provides education grants 
to former residents and their families with the aim of breaking the cycle of disadvantage. The 
administrative process for this Fund, which assists about 1,200 people annually, is now well 
established and could be extended following adoption of the present Bill. 

The Oblates’ position on the above issues is broadly shared by a number of former residents’ and 
victims’ groups, both in Ireland the UK. 

It is also noteworthy that TDs from all Government and Opposition parties were supportive of this 
position during the recent Committee Stage debate in the Dáil, yet Department of Education officials 
have so far doggedly refused to amend the proposals.  

We understand that the Minister for Education is still reviewing the legislation. We appeal to the 
Minister to amend the legislation to accommodate the concerns outlined above, in a manner that 
would not involve additional expenditure but would ensure that those most in need are not excluded 
from consideration. 
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